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O ne of the concerns of the governments of developed countries is industrial competitiveness. For the economy to function, firms need to 
be innovative as regards technology. Governments orientate research so that 
new technologies arising from scientific advances are of use to each country's 
industrial network. In the countries of Catalan culture, the general economic 
crisis has moved administration and industry to take a serious interest in 
innovation. In Catalonia, for example, firms are no longer concentrated in the 
traditional textile sector, but have branched out into a wide range of special- 
ist sectors and have sought an originality in each sector which would open 
doors on the international market. Our magazine presents some significant 
examples of Catalan industrial development. 
lnnovation is not the only challenge facing the Catalan business world. There 
is considerable concern regarding the general functioning of post-industrial 
societies. We can mention three. First of all, the opening up of international 
markets gives rise to the fear that the social conquests of the developed 
countries -that is, wage levels, sickness benefit and pensions- could nega- 
tively affect their ability to compete. Secondly, there is the systematic reduction 
of jobs as a result of.mechanization. Unemployment appears as a cancer on 
today's production system and the technologically advanced societies have 
not yet dared to imagine new ways of distributing wealth and work. Thirdly, 
there is a growing awareness that present patterns of production and con- 
sumption are ecologically unsustainable. The industries of the developed 
countries will have to undergo substantial reconversion. We shall have to find 
renewable energies and processes that do not generate dangerous or exces- 
sive waste products and we shall have to learn to consume less and better. 
These changes and concerns make the world of technology the ideal context 
in which to raise questions of enormous cultural interest. The present crisis can 
be resolved in many ways. Some options might increase the inequalities and 
injustices. Other options could contribute to a world of greater rationality, 
justice and humanity. At this time of change we need initiatives and proposals 
which integrate our scientific knowledge, our technological skills, the ethical 
demands of solidarity, the cultural values of each people and the global 
awareness of humanity's shared responsibilities. 
